Interventions aimed at improving reading success: an evidence-based approach.
There is a consensus among researchers about the critical elements for effective reading instruction. These elements are the integration of explicit instruction in the alphabetic principle, reading for meaning, and opportunity to learn. These critical elements are present in classroom instruction that prevents reading difficulties as well as effective small-group and one-on-one interventions. Research on effective classroom instruction and reading interventions is described, and the case is argued that the most effective intervention is provided early--in kindergarten through 2nd grade--rather than after 3rd grade, and allows for sufficient intensity, duration, and supportiveness that no child is left behind. Policy implications for changes in (a) the way learning disabilities are identified and (b) the content of professional development of teachers are discussed.